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Florida Board of Medicine  
Board Meeting  

  
Conference Call 

Call in number: 888-585-9008 
Conference Room number: 432-162-565 

   
October 2, 2020  

  
Meeting Minutes 

  
8:00 a.m. Roll call   
 
Members Present:     Members Absent:  
Zachariah P. Zachariah, MD, Chair    
Hector Vila, MD, Vice Chair  
Eleonor Pimentel, MD 
Scot Ackerman, MD 
Sarvam TerKonda, MD 
Kevin Cairns, MD 
Jorge Lopez, MD 
Robert London, MD 
Nicholas Romanello, Consumer Member  
Andre Perez, Consumer Member 
David Diamond, MD 
Shailesh Gupta, MD 
Luz Pages, MD 
Vacant Consumer Member 
Vacant Professional Member  
 
Staff Present:      Others Present:  
Claudia Kemp, JD, Executive Director   For the Record Court Reporting  
Edward Tellechea, Board Counsel   Lindsey Sampson 
Donna McNulty, Board Counsel    1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 140 
Nancy Murphy, Certified Paralegal    Tallahassee, Florida 32308 
Crystal Sanford, CPM, Program Operations Administrator  (850) 222-5491 
Wendy All, Program Operations Administrator 
Shaila Washington, Regulatory Supervisor 
Rebecca Hewett, Regulatory Specialist III  
 
Department Prosecutors Present: 
Allison Dudley, Esquire 
Jamal Burk, Esquire 
Sarah Corrigan, Esquire  
Andrew Perrin, Esquire  
Michael Williams, Esquire 
Jeremy Trimble, Esquire 
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Amanda Godbey, Esquire  
 
Dr. Zachariah took a moment to, on behalf of all members, wish the U. S. President and First 
Lady a speedy recovery from COVID-19.   
 
Ms. Kemp provided an opening statement regarding conference call conduct.    
 
Rule Hearing:  
Rule 64B8-56.002, F.A.C. – Equipment and Devices; Protocols for Laser and Light-
Based Devices 
Christopher Nuland, Esquire, representing the Florida Society of Plastic Surgeons and 
the Florida Society of Dermatology and Dermatologic Surgery, appeared before the 
Board and explained his request for a rule hearing.  The Board previously approved the 
use of telehealth by electrologists performing laser hair removal.  He said direct 
supervision has always meant in-person. He said the Legislative intent was to require 
the physician presence of the physician.  He asked the Board to explain how the 
supervisory requirement will be met using telehealth.  He said the organizations he 
represents are opposed to the proposed rule language.   
 
Lawrence Gonzalez, Esquire, representing the Electrology Society of Florida and the 
Electrologist Association of Florida, addressed the Board in support of the proposed 
language.  He said those that want to practice using telehealth are authorized to do so 
and the law did not exclude supervision or electrologists.   
 
A motion was made to approve the language.  
 
Judy Adams, with the Electrology Society of Florida also addressed the Board in support 
of the proposed language.   
 
Dr. TerKonda suggested adding a new level of supervision because telehealth is not the 
same as direct supervision.   
 
Mr. Tellechea reminded the Board the telehealth law says the person must have a 
Florida license, not a telehealth license.  He said the physician could be from another 
state.   
 
Mr. Perez pointed out the rule also requires the supervising physician to inspect the 
equipment.  He asked how that would occur using telehealth.   
 
Mr. Tellechea said the rule requires the inspection twice per year.  He said the physician 
can go to the office and perform the inspection.   
 
Mary Thomas, Esquire, representing the Florida Medical Association, opposed the 
proposed language on the basis that it goes against the rule, the law and the Legislative 
intent for the law.  She said there have been two bills go to the Legislature to lift the 
supervision requirement and both bills failed.   
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A motion was made to accept the proposed language and it was seconded.  The motion 
failed 7-5.  
 
Dr. TerKonda suggested sending this matter back to the Electrolysis Council to draft a 
new level of supervision for telehealth.   
 
Mr. Tellechea said the language should address parameters related to instate versus out 
of state supervisors and guidance on how to perform supervision using telehealth.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to send the matter back to the 
Council to develop a new level of supervision for telehealth including parameters related 
to instate versus out of state supervisors and guidance on how to perform supervision 
using telehealth.  
 
Action taken: send back to the Electrolysis Council to develop new level of supervision 
for telehealth including parameters related to instate versus out of state supervisors, 
guidance on how to perform supervision using telehealth 
 
Ms. Kemp provided opening remarks on the types of hearings being considered by the 
Board.   
 
Ms. Sanford read the Settlement Agreement list to determine which cases the Board 
wanted to hear.  
 
Disciplinary Case Schedule:  
 
Pamela B. Kopelove, MD – Settlement Agreement...........................................2 
No current members were recused due to participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Allegations of the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 458.331(1)(b), Florida Statutes 
(2016). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the Settlement Agreement.   
 
Penalty imposed: letter of concern, $1,500 fine, costs and prior to practicing in Florida, must 
appear before the Board's Probation Committee to discuss her intention to practice in Florida; 
jurisdiction reserved  
 
Joseph R. Brownfield, MD – Settlement Agreement ........................................3 
 Dr. Zachariah and Mr. Romanello were recused due to participation on the probable cause 
panel. Dr. Vila chaired this hearing.  
 
Allegations of the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Count I: Section 458.331(1)(s), Florida 
Statutes (2019), Count II: Section 456.072(1)(hh), Florida Statutes (2019) and Count III: Section 
458.331(1)(a), Florida Statutes (2018). 
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A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the Settlement Agreement.   
 
Penalty imposed: reprimand, $5,000 fine, costs, Laws and Rules course, suspended until 
appears and demonstrate ability to practice with reasonable skill and safety, including PRN 
evaluation, jurisdiction reserved  
   
Timothy S. Sigman, MD – Settlement Agreement.............................................4 
 Dr. Ackerman was recused due to participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Allegations of the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 458.331(1)(s), Florida Statutes 
(2019). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the Settlement Agreement.   
 
Penalty imposed: suspended until appears and demonstrate ability to practice with reasonable 
skill and safety, including PRN evaluation, jurisdiction reserved, costs 
 
Richard E. Kinard, MD – Settlement Agreement ...............................................5 
 Dr. Gupta and Mr. Perez were recused due to participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Allegations of the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 456.072(1)(bb), Florida Statutes 
(2019). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the Settlement Agreement.   
 
Penalty imposed: letter of concern, $5,000 fine, costs, 3-hours CME in Wrong Site and 3-hours 
CME in Risk Management 
 
Mahnaz Qayyum, MD – Settlement Agreement ................................................8 
 Dr. Gupta and Mr. Perez were recused due to participation on the probable cause panel.  
 
 Allegations of the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 458.331(1)(f), Florida Statutes 
(2018). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the Settlement Agreement.   
 
Penalty imposed: letter of concern, $5,000 fine, costs, Laws and Rules course and Risk 
Management course 
 
Angela P. Black, MD – Settlement Agreement ..................................................9 
 Dr. Gupta and Mr. Perez were recused due to participation on the probable cause panel.  
 
Allegations of the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 456.072(1)(bb), Florida Statutes 
(2019). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the Settlement Agreement.   
 
Penalty imposed: letter of concern, $5,000 fine, costs, 3-hours CME in Risk Management and 
1-hour CME in Prevention of Wrong-Site Surgeries 
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Matthew D. Brown, PA - Settlement Agreement ............................................. 13 
 Dr. Gutpa and Mr. Perez were recused due to participation on the probable cause panel.  
 
Allegations of the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 456.072(1)(c), Florida Statutes 
(2019). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the Settlement Agreement.   
 
Penalty imposed: reprimand, $3,000 fine, costs, suspended until appears and demonstrate 
ability to practice with reasonable skill and safety, including PRN evaluation, jurisdiction reserved  
 
Stephanie T. Rikhy, MD – Settlement Agreement .............................................1 
Ms. Sanford reminded the Chair Dr. Rikhy had requested a continuance due to a health issue 
and the case was left on the agenda for the Board to decide.  
 
No current members were recused due to participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to continue the case.  
 
Action taken: case continued  
 
Biao Lei, MD – Settlement Agreement ...............................................................6 
Dr. Lei was not present, but he was represented by Philip Moring, Esquire.   
 
Dr. London, Dr. Pages and Mr. Romanello were recused due to participation on the probable 
cause panel.  
 
Mr. Perrin represented the Department and presented the case to the Board.  Allegations of the 
Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 458.331(1)(t)1., Florida Statutes (2018). 
 
Dr. Vila advised Dr. Lei had not updated his practitioner profile.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the Settlement Agreement.   
 
Penalty imposed: letter of concern, $10,000 fine, costs, 3-hours CME in risk management and 
3-hours CME in intubation.  
 
Ms. Sanford directed the Board back to tabs 23 and 45 which were first on the agenda.  She said 
the Department had requested these cases be heard first and the Chair granted the request.   
 
Daniel Merck, M.D.  ............................................................................................ 23 
Dr. Merck was not present nor was he represented by counsel.   
 
Dr. Ackerman was recused due to participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Burk represented the Department and presented the case to the Board.  He explained a 
previous Final Order was entered based on an informal hearing.  Due to a clerical error, the 
Board did not have the opportunity to review Dr. Merck’s voluntary relinquishment of license 
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which was received prior to the Final Order being filed.  Mr. Burk requested the Board vacate the 
previous Final Order and accept Dr. Merck’s voluntary relinquishment.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to reconsider the previous case.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to vacate the previous Final Order and 
to accept the voluntary relinquishment.   
 
Penalty imposed: license relinquished 
 
Mr. Jamal started to present another case, but Ms. Dudley asked the Board to table the rest until 
she and Mr. Burk could consult.   
 
Kenneth R. Kesty, M.D. ..................................................................................... 45 
Dr. Kesty was not present nor was he represented by counsel.   
 
Mr. Burk represented the Department and presented the case to the Board 
 
Mr. Tellechea clarified and said the Respondent signed a Settlement Agreement, but the 
Board countered to remove the required laws and rules course.  When the Settlement 
Agreement was presented, it was the wrong one.  He said the Board can either amend 
the existing Final Order to remove the laws and rules course requirement or vacate the 
Final Order and have the prosecutors bring it back to a different meeting.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried to amend the current Final Order to remove 
the requirement for attending a laws and rules course.  
 
Action taken: amend Final Order, remove requirement for laws and rules course   
 
Rene M. Loyola, MD – Settlement Agreement ..................................................7 
This case was withdrawn prior to the meeting.  
 
Zoran Potparic, MD – Settlement Agreement ................................................. 10 
Dr. Potparic was present and represented by Jonathon P. Lynn, Esquire.  
 
Dr. Diamond was recused due to participation on the probable cause panel. 
  
Mr. Perrin represented the Department and presented the case to the Board.  Allegations of the 
Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 458.331(1)(t), Florida Statutes (2017). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the Settlement Agreement.   
 
Penalty imposed: letter of concern, $9,000 fine, costs, 3-hours CME in Risk Management and 
3-hours CME in Abdominal Liposuction. 
  
Steven M. Head, PA – Settlement Agreement ................................................. 11 
Mr. Head was present and represented by Eric Gibbs, Esquire.   
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 Mr. Perez was recused due to participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Perrin represented the Department and presented the case to the Board.  Allegations of the 
Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 458.331(1)(t)1., Florida Statutes (2017). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to reject the Settlement Agreement.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to propose a counter proposal to 
impose the same terms in the original agreement but to change the CME to 3-hours CME in the 
diagnosis of bone fractures and dislocations.   
 
The Respondent took seven days to accept or reject the counteroffer.   
 
Action taken: Settlement agreement rejected; counteroffer to impose letter of concern, $3,000 
fine, costs, 3-hours CME in Risk Management and 3-hours CME in diagnosis of bone fractures 
and dislocations 
 
Abigail S. Blackman, MD – Settlement Agreement......................................... 12 
Dr. Blackman was present and represented by Allison Dye, Esquire.  
 
Dr. Zachariah and Mr. Romanello were recused due to participation on the probable cause 
panel. Dr. Vila chaired this hearing  
 
Mr. Williams represented the Department and presented the case to the Board.  Allegations of 
the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 458.331(1)(m) and/or section 458.331(1)(nn), 
Florida Statutes. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to reject the Settlement Agreement. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to offer a counter proposal to impose 
the same terms in the original agreement but to change the CME to 2 hours in neurological 
examinations and 3 hours in the diagnosis and treatment of spine and spinal cord injuries.  
 
Action taken: Settlement Agreement rejected; counteroffer to impose letter of concern, $5,000 
fine, costs, 3 hours CME in diagnosis and treatment of spine and spinal cord injuries, 2 hours in 
neurological examinations, medical records course. 
 
Marilyn Segura, EO - Settlement Agreement .................................................. 14 
Ms. Segura was present and represented by Robert Nicholson, Esquire.   
 
Dr. Vila was recused due to participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Trimble represented the Department and presented the case to the Board.  Allegations of the 
Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 456.072(1)(a), Florida Statutes (2019). 
 
The complainant in this case spoke to the Board.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to reject the Settlement Agreement.   
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A motion was made and seconded to revoke the Respondent’s license.   
 
Dr. TerKonda asked the Department if the physician involved in this case was aware of the 
falsified documents.  
 
Ms. Dudley said she would research it further.   
 
The motion carried unanimously.   
 
The Respondent took seven days to accept or reject the counteroffer for revocation.   
 
Action taken: Settlement Agreement rejected; counteroffer of revocation  
 
Silpa Senchani, MD - Settlement Agreement .................................................. 15 
Dr. Senchani was present and represented by Stacey Carlisle, Esquire.   
 
Dr. Cairns and Mr. Perez were recused due to participation on the probable cause panel.  
 
Mr. Burk represented the Department and presented the case to the Board. Allegations of the 
Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 458.331(1)(m), Florida Statutes (2015), Section 
458.331(1)(t)1., Florida Statutes (2015) and Section 458.331(1)(nn), Florida Statutes (2015). 
 
A motion was made and seconded to reject the Settlement Agreement.  The motion passed 7-4.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to offer a counter proposal to impose the same terms in the 
original agreement but to add 2 hours minimum in the diagnosis and treatment of cervical 
cancer.  
 
An amendment was offered to change the topic to cervical cancer and the diagnosis and 
treatment of GYN emergencies.  The amendment was accepted.   
 
The Respondent accepted the counteroffer on the record.   
 
Penalty imposed: Settlement agreement rejected; counteroffer accepted to impose letter of 
concern, $5,000 fine, costs, medical records course, risk management course, 2 hours CME in 
diagnosis and treatment of cervical cancer and GYN emergencies  
 
John D. Matz, Sr., MD - Settlement Agreement ............................................... 16 
Dr. Matz was present and represented by Jerome Silverberg, Esquire. 
 
No current members were recused due to participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Ms. Corrigan represented the Department and presented the case to the Board. Allegations of 
the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 458.331(1)(t)1, Florida Statutes (2010-2012), 
Section 458.331(1)(q), Florida Statutes (2010-2012) and Section 458.331(1)(m), Florida Statutes 
(2010-2012). 
 
Both parties agreed to the language in the Settlement Agreement be changed to reflect 
Schedules I-V instead of I-IV 
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A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the Settlement Agreement as 
amended.  
 
Penalty imposed: reprimand, $12,500 fine, costs, laws and rules course, Restriction Language- 
(a) Permanent Restriction on Prescribing/Ordering Schedule I through V Controlled Substances 
and (b) Permanent Restriction on owning, operating or practicing in a Pain Management Clinics 
 
Christopher B. Kelly, MD - Determination of Waiver ...................................... 17 
Dr. Kelly was not present nor was he represented by counsel.   
 
Dr. Vila was recused due to participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Ms. Godbey represented the Department and presented the case to the Board.  Allegations of 
the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Count I: Section 456.072(1)(hh), Florida Statutes 
(2019) and Count II: Section 458.331(1)(s) Florida Statutes. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to determine the Respondent has 
waived his right to a hearing.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to adopt the Findings of Fact.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to adopt the Conclusions of Law.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to find the Respondent has violated 
Florida Statutes as outlined in the Administrative Complaint.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to suspend the Respondent’s license 
until he can appear and demonstrate his ability to practice with reasonable skill and safety 
including a PRN evaluation and the Board reserves jurisdiction to impose additional terms at 
reinstatement.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to assess costs in the amount of 
$4,168.69.   
 
Penalty imposed: suspended until appears and demonstrates ability to practice with reasonable 
skill and safety, PRN evaluation, Board retained jurisdiction, costs  
 
Pablo E. Figueroa, MD - Determination of Waiver .......................................... 18 
This case was continued. 
 
Michael Morris, MD – Hearing Not Involving Disputed Issues of Material Fact 
  ................................................................................................................. 19 
Dr. Morris was not present or represented by counsel.   
 
Dr. London, Dr. Pages and Mr. Romanello were recused due to participation on the probable 
cause panel.  
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Ms. Corrigan represented the Department and presented the case to the Board. Allegations of 
the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Count I: Section 458.331(1)(b), Florida Statutes (2019) 
and Count II: Section 456.072(1)(w), Florida Statutes (2019). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to adopt the Findings of Fact.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to adopt the Conclusions of Law.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to find the Respondent has violated 
Florida Statutes as outlined in the Administrative Complaint.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to impose a letter of concern, $2,000 
fine, suspension until licenses in all jurisdictions are unencumbered and the Board retains 
jurisdiction to impose additional terms at reinstatement.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to assess costs in the amount of 
$161.60.  
 
Penalty imposed: letter of concern, $2,000 fine, costs, suspended until all licenses 
unencumbered, jurisdiction retained  
 
Roberto Zayas, MD – Hearing Not Involving Disputed Issues of Material Fact 
  ................................................................................................................. 20 
Dr. Zayas was present and represented by counsel.   
 
Mr. Perez was recused due to participation on the probable cause panel. 
 
Mr. Burk represented the Department and presented the case to the Board.  Allegations of the 
Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 458.331(1)(b), Florida Statutes (2018), Section 
458.331(1)(kk), Florida Statutes (2018) and Section 456.072(1)(w), Florida Statutes (2018). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to adopt the Findings of Fact.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to adopt the Conclusions of Law.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to find the Respondent has violated 
Florida Statutes as outlined in the Administrative Complaint.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to impose a letter of concern, $7,500 
fine, suspension until licenses in all jurisdictions are unencumbered and the Board retains 
jurisdiction to impose additional terms at reinstatement.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to assess costs in the amount of 
$162.57.  
 
Penalty imposed: letter of concern, $7,500 fine, costs, suspended until all licenses 
unencumbered, jurisdiction retained  
 
Mohamed A. H. Khalaf, MD – Hearing Not Involving Disputed Issues of Material 
Fact..  .................................................................................................................21  
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This case was withdrawn prior to the meeting.   
 
Voluntary Relinquishments: 
David Nowak, M.D.  ........................................................................................... 22 
 Dr. Cairns and Mr. Perez were recused due to participation on the probable cause panel.  
 
Allegations of the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 456.072(1)(c), Florida Statutes 
(2019). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the voluntary relinquishment 
of license.   
 
Penalty imposed: license relinquished  
 
Jeetendra K. Issar, M.D. .................................................................................... 24 
 Probable case was waived in this case. 
 
Allegations of the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 456.072(1)(z), Florida Statutes 
(2018) and Section 456.072(1)(hh), Florida Statutes (2018). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the voluntary relinquishment 
of license.   
 
Penalty imposed: license relinquished  
 
Megan Delimata, MD – ...................................................................................... 25 
 Dr. Gupta and Mr. Perez were recused due to participation on the probable cause panel.  
 
Allegations of the Administrative Complaint: Violation of Section 456.072(1)(c), Florida Statutes 
(2019) and Section 456.072(1)(x), Florida Statutes (2019). 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept the voluntary relinquishment 
of license.   
 
Penalty imposed: license relinquished  
 
Dietetic-Nutrition Council Appointments:  ...................................................... 26 

• Deanna Marie Howard-Gonzalez 
• Leslene Gordon 
• Kelly Lynn Jones  
• Dr. Rodriguez Navarette Guilllermo 

 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve.  
 
Action taken: approved  
 
Revisit Michael Morris, MD – Hearing Not Involving Disputed Issues of Material 
Fact  ................................................................................................................. 19 
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Ms. Dudley advised the Chair that Dr. Morris was on the phone and did not get a chance 
to speak when his case was called.  
 
The Chair allowed Dr. Morris time to speak and answer questions from the members. 
Afterwards, the members did not change the penalty they imposed earlier in the day.   
 
Revisit Dietetic-Nutrition Council Appointments:  ......................................... 26 

• Deanna Marie Howard-Gonzalez 
• Leslene Gordon 
• Kelly Lynn Jones  
• Dr. Rodriguez Navarette Guilllermo 

 
Ms. Sanford asked if the Chair could return to this tab.  She explained there are four 
applicants and only two seats available: 1) consumer member and 2) professional 
member.  She said the Council recommended Leslene Gordon and Kelly Lynn Jones.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to appoint Ms. Gordon and Ms. 
Jones.   
 
Action taken: Ms. Jones and Ms. Gordon appointed  
 
Final Order Compliance: 
 
Terri Cumpton, M.D. – Petition to Lift Restriction .......................................... 27 
This petition was withdrawn prior to the meeting. 
 
Cletus R. Georges, M.D. – Petition to Lift Restriction ................Addendum V2 
Dr. Georges was not present but was represented by counsel.  Counsel explained their 
request was to lift the requirement for having a health care practitioner present in the 
room when Dr. Georges treats patients.   
 
PRN confirmed their support of the request.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to grant the request.   
 
Action taken: restriction lifted  
 
Ernesto Cardozo-Isaza, M.D. – Petition to Lift Restriction ............................ 42 
Dr. Cardozo-Isaza was not present nor was he represented by counsel. He was 
requesting the permanent restriction from prescribing or dispensing Schedule I-IV 
controlled substances be lifted from his license.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to deny the request.   
 
Action taken: petition denied 
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AHCA Exemption: 
 
Nader Ali Zaidi, M.D. .......................................................................................... 28 
Dr. Zaidi was not present, but he was represented by Lance Leider, Esquire.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried with one opposed to grant the exemption.  
 
Action taken: exemption granted  
 
Stacie Griffis, M.D.............................................................................................. 43 
Dr. Griffis was present and represented by Rick Strong, Esquire.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to grant the exemption.  
 
Action taken: exemption granted  
 
Petition for Declaratory Statement: 
 
David John Rossi, PA – Approval of Draft Final Order .................................. 29 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the draft Final Order.  
 
Action taken: Final Order approved  
 
Armando Augusto Falcon, MD – Approval of Draft Final Order  ................... 30 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the draft Final Order.  
 
Action taken: Final Order approved  
 
Scott Loessin, MD – Approval of Draft Final Order .......................................  31 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the draft Final Order.  
 
Action taken: Final Order approved  
   
Florida Medical Association, Inc., Doug Murphy, M.D., The Florida Academy of 
Family Physicians, Inc., The Florida Chapter of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, Inc., The Florida Chapter of the American College of Physicians, Inc., 
and The Florida Society of Dermatologists and Dermatologic Surgeons, Inc. – 
Approval of Draft Final Order ....................................................................... …32 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the draft Final Order.  
 
Action taken: Final Order approved  
 
Jose E. Garcia, MD – RE: 456.47 F.S. Use of Telehealth to Provide Services33 
Dr. Garcia was present and represented by Jon Pellett, Esquire and Cynthia Tunicliff, 
Esquire.  The petition was to determine if an EMT could assist a physician in a telehealth 
environment.   
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Mr. Tellechea explained he did not know the scope of practice for an EMT.  
 
It was suggested to accept as long as it is within the scope of an EMT, both are licensed 
in Florida, and there is continuous monitoring or observing.   
 
Mr. Pellett said there was a narrower question related to the EMT administer 
medications at the request of the physician.   
 
A motion was made to reject until more information could be provided relate to the scope 
of practice of an EMT.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried with one opposed to decline to respond to 
the petition because the Board does not have jurisdiction to determine if this practice 
would be within the scope of practice for an EMT.  
 
Action taken: decline to respond, Board does not have jurisdiction to determine scope of 
practice for EMT 
 
JL & SL – RE: 458.320, F.S. – Financial Responsibility  ................................ 34 
Dr. Vila chaired this tab. 
 
Donald Schutz, Esquire, represented the petitioners and addressed the Board.   
 
Mr. Tellechea explained there were multiple problems with the petition. 

1. The petitioners do not have standing to bring a petition to the Board because they 
are not licensees of the Board.  

2. A petition must demonstrate that the rule or law substantially effects the petitioner 
but in this case the petition does not have standing.  

3. A petition must ask how the law applies to someone else and in this situation, the 
petitioners are asking how the law applies to them.  

4. There is pending litigation and the law says the Board cannot interject.  
5. There is no jurisdiction of statutes.  

He recommended the Board decline to answer the petition on those grounds.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to decline responding to the petition.   
 
Mr. Tellechea advised he would draft a Final Order for the Board’s review at the next meeting.   
 
Action taken: decline to respond  
  
UNTIMED ITEMS*: 
Board Chair’s Remarks: ........................................................................... No tab  
None. 
 
Board Counsel’s Remarks: 
Rule 64B8-10.002, F.A.C. – Costs for Reproduction of Medical Records  .... 35 
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Mr. Tellechea explained the Board changed the medical records rule to allow $1.00 per 
page be charged for copies of medical records. The Board determined there was an 
economic impact on small business and the cost went above the threshold requiring 
Legislative Ratification.  A draft Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs was prepared. 
He said the rule was challenged and it went to the Division of Administrative Hearings 
where the Board prevailed.  It then went on appeal and the Board prevailed again.  The 
ratification package has been sent to the Legislature every year for the past three years 
and the Legislature has declined to hear it.  He asked if the Board wanted to send the 
package for ratification in 2021.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to decline sending the package 
for ratification during the 2021 Legislative Session.  
 
Action taken: will not send package for ratification   
 
Board Director’s Remarks:  ...................................................................... No tab 
Ms. Kemp addressed the Board about holding the December Board Meeting using the 
Go to Meetings web-based platform.  She said staff will make training available to 
members if needed.  
 
She said the plan is to start having face-to-face meetings in 2021. She said this was a 
fluid issue and subject to change.  She said staff will provide travel training prior to 
returning to traveling.  She advised the Board when our bids were sent out, they 
included social distancing requirements.   
 
Department Remarks: ......................................................................................  36 

• Appellate Report  
• Year-Old Case Report 

 
Ms. Dudley presented her reports to the Board.  She said there are 347 cases on the 
year-old case log and asked the Board to authorize continued prosecuting of these 
cases. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to authorize continued 
prosecuting cases.  
 
Action taken: authorized to continue prosecuting 

 
Committee Reports:  
Rules/Legislative Committee ................................................................... No tab 
Dr. TerKonda provided the report for the meeting held October 1, 2020.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the report. 
 
Action taken: report approved  
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Council on Physician Assistants Meeting .............................................. No tab 
Ms. McNulty provided the report for the meeting held October 1, 2020.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the report. 
 
Action taken: report approved  
 
Credentials Committee Meeting  .............................................................. No tab 
 Dr. London provided the report for the meeting held October 1, 2020.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the report. 
 
Action taken: report approved  
 
Finance & Process Accountability........................................................... No tab 
Mr. Perez provided the report for the meeting held September 25, 2020.   
 
Ms. Kemp spoke about various issues in the budget for the Board to consider before 
reducing the renewal fees, such as delaying renewal, requiring refunds because of when 
the rule would become effective, refund authority, new legislation and no staff to handle 
the workload of refunds.  She also said major legislation could impact the budget such 
as the Interstate Medical Compact.   
 
Mr. Romanello asked if the fees could be delayed or deferred.  
 
Mr. Perez said he felt sympathy for all the professions but there is a Florida budget 
shortfall and he was not comfortable with the impact shown in the financial records.  
 
Ms. Kemp confirmed the money is also spent on salaries, data systems, and support 
services.  She reminded them there was a shortfall in the Unlicensed Activity fee which 
comes out of the cash balance as well.   
 
Mary Thomas, Esquire, representing the Florida Medical Association, who requested a 
fee reduction addressed the Board.  She said she did not want the Board to operate in a 
deficit, but any reduction would be appreciated.   
 
Mr. Perez repeated his concerns and suggested this matter be revisited after the new 
year. He said he wants more data because of the dramatic effect a reduction would 
cause.  He said the Board typically runs on approximately $15M. and he was not 
comfortable with a cushion of only $8 or $9M.   
 
Dr. Diamond said he is sympathetic to the request, but a 50% reduction would put the 
Board in the red.   
 
Ms. Kemp confirmed a license will go delinquent if a physician does not have the fees to 
renew his/her license.   
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A motion was made, seconded and carried to respectfully deny the request.   
 
Dr. Zachariah asked Ms. Thomas what FMA had done for their members, such as 
reducing the annual fee or reducing the costs for CME. 
 
Ms. Thomas said she was not aware of anything FMA had done. She reiterated that 
membership is voluntary.   
 
Joint Boards of Medicine and Osteopathic Medicine Medical Marijuana Committee 
Meeting  ............................................................................................................. 37  
Board of Medicine and Osteopathic Medicine’s Physician Certification Pattern 
Review Panel Meeting ....................................................................................... 38 
Board of Medicine and Osteopathic Medicine’s Physician Certification Pattern 
Review Panel Meeting  ...................................................................................... 46 
Ms, Kemp provided the reports for the meetings held August 27, 2020 and the meeting 
held on September 18, 2020. She said the next meetings would be November 20, 2020 
in conjunction with the Board of Osteopathic Medicine’s Board meeting. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the report. 
 
Action taken: report approved  
  
Approval of Meeting Minutes: .......................................................................... 39 

• August 7, 2020 Board Meeting 
• August 14, 2020 Board Meeting  

 A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve both sets of meeting 
minutes.  
 
Action taken: minutes approved  
 
Ratification of Applicants Pursuant to Chapter 458, FS ................................ 40 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to ratify the licenses provided in 
the licensure lists.  
 
Action taken: licenses ratified  
 
Other Business 
None  
 
New Business 
 
Update on Council on Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) Autonomous 
Practice Meeting on August 28, 2020 ...................................................... No tab 
Dr. Vila provided an update on the first meeting. He said they plan to meet again, and he will 
keep the Board posted on the progress.  
 
Update on Pharmacy Rule Development Workshop Collaborative Practice ... No tab 
Dr. Vila gave an update on the status of this Committee’s work.   
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A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to accept both of Dr. Vila’s reports.   
 
Action taken: reports approved  
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:35 p.m.  
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