
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Perez, at approximately 4:00 PM   

 

MEMBERS PRESENT    MEMBERS ABSENT 

Andre Perez, Chair 

Kevin Cairns, MD 

David Diamond, MD 

 

STAFF PRESENT:     COURT REPORTER: 

Claudia Kemp, J.D., Executive Director   For the Record Reporting    

  Edward Tellechea, Board Counsel    1500 Mahan Drive 

 Donna McNulty, Board Counsel   Tallahassee, Florida 32308 

Crystal Sanford, Program Operations Administrator (850) 222-5491 

Rebecca Hewett, Regulatory Specialist III  Ms. Jessica 

 Jennifer Wenhold, Bureau Chief 

            Melinda Simmons, Senior Health Budget Analyst 

 

 

Claudia Kemp, Executive Director provided instructions in her opening remarks for participating in the 

conference call. 

 

Rebecca Hewett, Regulatory Specialist III completed the Roll Call of the committee.   

 

Mary Thomas, Florida Medical Association presented their request of a fee reduction request for Tab 1. 

 

All members confirmed that they received and reviewed the materials and spreadsheet.  

 

Mr. Perez voiced his concerns of approving the Florida Medical Association’s request to reduce the renewal fee 

to $0 for one biennial and asked if the board office received any inquires.   

 

Ms. Kemp confirmed that the board office has not received many inquires of a fee reduction.   

 

Mr. Perez stated that the Florida Medical Association does not show any evidence to waive fees.  

 

Dr. Cairns voiced that this is a tough environment and most doctors would not ask for this. Dr. Cairns also 

stated that a lot of practices are hurting due to the current pandemic. Dr. Cairns asked the division director’s 

budget office questions about the deficit amount and sunset provision.  
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Ms. Simmons stated that there will be a 13 million deficit as of 2022 and that we would not have that amount 

per the 6 year prediction if the Florida Medical Association’s request is approved.  

 

Dr. Diamond voiced the same concerns as Dr. Cairns, both are uncomfortable operating in a deficit and not 

protecting the people of Florida. Dr. Diamond asked if the Florida Medical Association would change their 

position of a temporary reduction.  

 

Ms. Thomas thanked the committee for reviewing their request and asked if a fee reduction down to $100 could 

be reviewed and accepted.  

 

Dr. Cairns voiced that he would not like to run in a deficit and a reduction would tell physicians that the board 

and Florida Department of Health supports them.  

 

Dr. Diamond voiced the same concern as Dr. Cairns.  

 

Mr. Perez is sympathetic to the concerns but also voices his understanding on the budget. 

 

Dr. Diamond asks the department to provide an updated spreadsheet of a fee reduction of $100 for one biennial.  

 

Dr. Cairns asked the budget office about a $21 million overage.  

 

Ms. Hewett read bullet points on what is in our budget and spreadsheet. Ms. Kemp clarified that the Florida 

Medical Association request was denied for the 2021-2022 biennial for renewal fees only. 

 

Dr. Diamond second the motion denying of the Florida Medical Association request. 

 

Motion was made and carried unanimously denying the Florida Medical Association request.  

 

Ms. Kemp asked Ms. Simmons to provide an updated spreadsheet to provide to the full board members on Friday, 

October 2 conference call. 

 

The August 2018 Meeting minutes listed as Tab 2. Mr. Tellechea stated that the minutes were already approved 

by the board and this was provided as information only.  

 

There was no old or new business. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:25 PM. 


