
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes 
 
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Sandra Schwemmer, at approximately 12:11 p.m.   
 
 
12:11 pm – Roll Call 
 
Those present for all or part of the meeting included the following: 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Mr. Andre Perez, Consumer Member 
Luz Pages, M.D. 
Joel Rose, DO 
Sandra Schwemmer, DO 
Shailesh Gupta, M.D. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
Jorge Lopez, M.D. 
Michelle Mendez, DO 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Claudia Kemp, J.D., Executive Director  

  Edward Tellechea, Board Counsel  
 Donna McNulty, Board Counsel 
 Nancy Murphy, Certified Paralegal 

Crystal Sanford, Program Operations Administrator 
 Carol Taylor, Program Operations Administrator 
 Dr. Michelle Chandrasekhar, Senior Management Analyst Spvr 
 Michael Dean, Data Analyst 
 Whitney Carlquist, Data Analyst 
 Savada Knight, Regulatory Supervisor 
 Rebecca Hewett, Regulatory Specialist III 
 Bureau chief, Jennifer Wenhold 

 
COURT REPORTER:          
For the Record Reporting                                                
(850) 222-5491 
Mr. Ray 
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Claudia Kemp, Executive Director for the Board of Medicine provided instructions for participating in the 
conference call. 
 
She then provided introductory remarks which included the composition of the pattern review panel and the 
provisions of Section 381.986.  Under section 381.986(4)(j), Florida Statutes, 

“The Board of Medicine and the Board of Osteopathic Medicine shall jointly create a physician 
certification pattern review panel that shall review all physician certifications submitted to the 
medical marijuana use registry. The panel shall track and report the number of physician 
certifications and the qualifying medical conditions, dosage, supply amount, and form of marijuana 
certified. The panel shall report the data both by individual qualified physician and in the 
aggregate, by county, and statewide.”  

The Physician Certification Pattern Review Panel (Panel) is responsible for reporting its findings and 
recommendations by January 1 of each year to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives.  
 
Ms. Kemp noted that the 2018 Physician Certification Pattern Review Panel (Panel) members requested to see a 
preliminary review of data. Six months of preliminary data were provided to the panel on August 29, 2019. The 
meeting was successful and has become part of the panel’s process. The meeting provided an opportunity for the 
panel to review the data that would be presented in the annual report. The Panel asked questions and provided 
feedback to board staff and the data team about how the data were presented and made suggestions used in 
preparing the annual report. This allowed the data team and board staff time to incorporate the panel’s suggestions 
into the draft annual report before it was presented to the panel for review. 
 
The instant preliminary review includes data from October 1, 2019 to March 31, 2020 in comparison with the 
data from the last two annual reports. 
 
Election of Officers: 
Dr. Schwemmer noted the first thing on the agenda was the election of officers.  Ms. Kemp informed the panel 
that it has been the practice since 2017, when the Joint Committee on Medical Marijuana and Physician 
Certification Pattern Review Panel were formed, for the chair and vice-chair to serve on both the committee and 
the panel.  She inquired whether the panel wished to continue with the practice. 
 
Motion: Dr. Rose recommended the panel continue the practice in the form of a motion. 
Discussion ensued including an inquiry about how much additional work is entailed in the form of time.  Ms. 
Kemp provided an overview of approximately how many meetings occur and added the fact that most of the 
meetings are in the fall.  Dr. Schwemmer added that should any issues arise; they could be brought to the panel. 
Mr. Perez seconded the motion. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Discussion: 
Dr. Schwemmer proceeded to lead the panel through review of the preliminary data, page by page.  There were questions 
regarding the information on page 6 and whether the numbers were correct.  The panel also noted that a copy of 
the statute was not included in the materials provided.  It was indicated that a copy of the statute will be included 
in the materials moving forward.  There was also an inquiry on Page 7, table 7.  It was asked shouldn’t the numbers 
with outliers be higher.  The panel was informed that the numbers will be checked to ensure they were not 
switched.  The panel was further informed that any typographical errors would be corrected.  In response to an 
inquiry, Ms. Kemp informed the panel that she, Ms. Monroe, and Dr. Chandrasekhar will create and add an 
editorial summary to the data by the next meeting. 
 
Dr. Pages requested clarification of the panel member’s role.  She was informed that this is only the second report 
that has a full year of data; therefore, this is first time the panel might see trends.  Trends will impact 
recommendations moving forward. 



 Ms. Kemp requested feedback from the panel regarding the new report format. The consensus was the new format 
was helpful.  Ms. Kemp noted that the plan this year is to publish the annual report with the table as an appendix.   
 
Public Comment: 
Dr. Schwemmer opened the floor for public comment.  Inquiries included whether there would be any additions 
to the report regarding type k conditions.  It was noted that the registry collects the information. 
There was also a comment that the changes in the percentages in table three were believed to be a result of changes 
in the registry.  
 
There was no old or new business. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m. 
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